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SUBJECT: UNCTAD: GROUP B MEETING JUNE 21 

REF: CROWE-BRUNGART TELECON 

1 . AT GROUP B MEETING JUNE 21, COORDINATOR MONTGOMERY 
REPORTED THAT INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING POSSIBLE 
POSTPONEMENT OF UNCTAD TDB MINISTERIAL STILL GOING ON. HE 
REPORTED UNCTAD SECRETARIAT ACTIVELY DESIRES POSTPONEMENT 
BUT THERE IS RESISTANCE FROM SOME AFRICAN AND LEAST DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. (SURPRISINGLY, IN SEPARATE DISCUSSION TODAY WITH 
CHARGE AND ECMIN, ZAIRE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED SURPRISE WHEN 
WE REFERRED TO POSSIBILITY OF TDB POSTPONEMENT AND INDICATED 
THAT THIS WAS FIRST HE HAD HEARD OF IDEA. WE CAN ONLY 
CONCLUDE THAT SECRETARIAT SOUNDINGS QUITE INCOMPLETE 
AT THIS STAGE.) MONTGOMERY ALSO REPORTED THAT SECRETARIAT 
CONSIDERED THAT IN VIEW OF CONTINUED UNCERTAINTY ABOUT 
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TDB IT HAD NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO GO AHEAD AND MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEBT EXPERTS MEETING JULY 18-26, BUT 
WITH CONTINUED POSSIBILITY OF POSTPONEMENT IF MINISTERIAL 
POSTPONED. WE REITERATED VIEW THAT DEBT EXPERTS MEETING 
SHOULD BE HELD IN JULY ONLY IF SEPTEMBER DATE 
FOR MINISTERIAL MAINTAINED. SOME OTHERS FELT JULY DATE 
WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE IF TDB POSTPONED FOR ONLY MONTH OR 
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TWO. WE REPORTED OUR INFORMATION IS THAT IF MOVE TO 
POSTPONE TDB IS SUCCESSFUL IT WOULD PROBABLY THEN NOT BE 
HELD UNTIL NEXT SPRING. ALL OF GROUP B THEN AGREED THAT 
WE SHOULD MAKE STRONG EFFORT TO HAVE DEBT EXPERTS MEETING 
POSTPONED IF TDB MINISTERIAL IS POSTPONED AND THAT THIS 
EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE EVEN IF FINAL DECISION ON TDB IS 
NOT TAKEN UNTIL SCHEDULED EARLY JULY CONSULTATIONS WITH 
REGIONAL GROUPS ON ENTIRE FUTURE MEETING SCHEDULE. 

2. WE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SEVEN WORK DAY MEETING OF EXPERTS AS 
ENVISAGED BY SECRETARIAT WAS EXCESSIVE AND THAT TWO DAY 
MEETING WOULD BE ADEQUATE TO CARRY OUT ITS LIMITED MANDATE. 
OTHER GROUP B MEMBERS APPEARED LESS CONCERNED ABOUT 
DURATION OF MEETING ALTT SEEMED ACCEPT OUR POINT 

ABOUT STICKING TO AGREED NAIROBI MANDATE, BOTH FOR TDB 
MINISTERIAL ITSELF AND FOR DEBT EXPERTS PREPARATORY WORK. 
CONCERNING SIZE OF MEETING, WE EXPRESSED VIEW THAT SMALLER 
GROUP THAN PRESENTLY ENVISAGED BY UNCTAD SECRETARIAT 
WOULD BE PREFERABLE. SINCE MOST GROUP B MEMBERS WISH 
TO BE INVOLVED IN WHAT THEY CONSIDER TO BE KEY PRE- 
PARATORY MEETING FOR MINISTERIAL, THEIR REACTION MADE 
IT CLEAR, HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO 
GET BROUP B (MUCH LESS ENTIRE UNCTAD MEMBERSHIP) TO 
AGREE TO LIMITING DEBT EXPERTS TO LESS THAN 30 
PARTICIPANTS. 
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3. MONTGOMERY REPORTED THAT RECENT DAC MEETING HAD 
DISCUSSED GROUP B PREPARATIONS FOR DEBT EXPERTS MEETING 
AND CONCLUDED THAT THESE SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN GENEVA 
RATHER THAN IN OECD FRAMEWORK. HE SAID DAC GROUP HAD 
ASKED US TO ORGANIZE ORIGINAL GROUP B COORDINATION HERE. 

HE NOTED THAT US, FRANCE, AND AUSTRALIA HAD RECENTLY 
SERVED AS GROUP B SPOKESMAN ON DEBT ISSUES AND SUGGESTED 
ONE OF THESE MIGHT PROVIDE COORDINATOR. IT WAS AGREED 
MATTER WOULD BE DECIDED WHEN GROUP B EXPERTS MEET AT 
OUTSET OF MEETING (WHENEVER IT IS HELD). (NOTE: ALL 

GROUP B MEMBERS AGREED IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO HAVE 
GROUP B COORDINATING MEETING HERE AT OUTSET OF DEBT 
EXPERTS MEETING AND BEFORE ANY DISCUSSION OF SUBSTANCE 
IN FULL MEETING.)SORENSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE, MEETING REPORTS, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977GENEVA05060 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770223-0907 
Format: TEL 
From: GENEVA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770629/aaaaayxm.tel 

Line Count: 108 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 39666078-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2062486 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNCTAD: GROUP B MEETING JUNE 21 
TAGS: ETRD, PORG, XX, UNCTAD 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/39666078-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



